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relieved for a time to let them recover from the strain. The
position was just about as serious as it could be and some
reconsideration of our plans would obviously be necessary.
We were at a crisis of our fortunes, but the battle had yet to
be joined that would end at midnight in my own discom
fiture.
My tent had been pitched near the other when we arrived
but, after depositing my goods and chattels in it, I hastened
to join my companions, whom I found in surly mood and
openly mutinous, attributing the debacle of the day to my
insane insistence both on embarking upon such an enterprise
and on marching through the heat of the day.   I tried to be
conciliatory in the circumstances and pointed out gently that
night-marching would have defeated the whole object of our
journey.   I went on to declare that at Shanna I had strongly
urged the division of our forces and the despatch of all our
heavy baggage by the comparatively easy route by the wells
to Riyadh or Hufuf, so that we might attempt the waterless
crossing with a light and well-equipped party.   It was there-
fore they who had brought about the present disastrous state
of affairs by neglecting my advice.   I had moreover warned
them at Shanna that the journey would take at least 15
days while they had clung foolishly to  Ibn  Suwailim's
optimistic estimate of 11 or 12, and thus had only them-
selves to thank for the disappointment of their hopes.   We
had in fact done exactly one-third of the distance in one-
third of the time allowed for by me, and there was no reason
to talk of abandoning the enterprise.   I certainly would not
do that.   I would go on alone if necessary and they could go
back and tell their master that they had abandoned their
guest in the desert.   And now, I continued, our course is
clear enough.   We can send back the baggage-animals to
Naifa, whence they may either return to the Hasa or rejoin
us at Wadi Dawasir by way of Bj£ Fadhil and the Aflaj.
The rest of us could continue the march direct to Sulaiyil,
where we should await the arrival of the baggage.   The only
course was to be firm and unyielding with as much coneilia-
toriness as possible, but my frankness merely fanned the
flames of mutiny as they sat silent and brooding round the

